
NEW-LOOK SMOKEHEAD EXTRA 
RARE FLIES INTO TRAVEL RETAIL  

 

Ian Macleod Distillers boldly evolve their Smokehead range with 
re-packaged Extra Rare exclusively for travel retail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ian Macleod Distillers have developed their Smokehead range with a new-look 
Smokehead Extra Rare released exclusively for global travel retail.  
 
Priced at GBP £49.95/USD $66.00/Euro €56.00, Extra Rare will be launched this year 
at the TFWA World Exhibition & Conference hosted in Cannes in October.  
 
Smokehead Extra Rare has been the wild one of single malt whisky since its launch in 
2007. As bold in taste as it is in attitude it has been repackaged this year with an 
even louder and edgier design. The distinctive smoky whisky inside the bottle 
remains unchanged and as uncompromising as ever. 
 
Extra Rare is a big, smoky heavyweight of clashing flavours, ranging from salty & 
spicy notes, to a rush of smoke then honey sweetness, and finishing with a heavy hit 
of peat.  
 
Building on the launch of the new Smokehead brand design, which was unveiled 
earlier this year, Extra Rare displays the brand’s iconic skull icon, stand-out 
typography and smoked and textured backgrounds. Each bottle comes in a stylish, 
premium gift tin.  
 
Iain Weir, Brand Director for Ian Macleod Distillers, said: “The new design of 
Smokehead Extra Rare represents the attitude of a whisky that hits you like a 
cannonball. Smokehead is wildly bold and not for everyone, we are challenging the 
traditional whisky world with an unconventional approach, appealing to the 



younger, adventurous malt whisky drinker. We can’t wait to launch this smoky 
heavyweight in Cannes in October.” 
 

- ENDS - 

 
TASTING NOTES:  

SMOKEHEAD EXTRA RARE (40% ABV) 

• The First Impression: Heavy smoke and peat. Amazing richness. Lemon, 
fresh ginger, plum jam. Salty and spicy.  

• The Full-on Flavour: Like a cannonball - hits the palate at once with cocoa, 
peat and some honey sweetness then explodes with peppery spice and 
more earthy peat. Spreads to all the areas of your mouth with more peat 
and light sweetness. 

• The Finale: Even more peat, spice, mandarin - then dries up. When you 
think it’s all over the peat comes back to hit you again. 

Media information:  
For more information, further images or for a flavour of Smokehead cocktail recipes, please 
contact Steely Fox: 
 
Tim Harfield 
E:Tim@steelyfox.com or Smokehead@steelyfox.com  
M:07530 438 803 
T:0131 524 6176  
 
www.smokehead.com 
f: www.facebook.com/smokeheadwhisky 
i: www.instagram.com/smokeheadwhisky 
#smokehead 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
About Smokehead: 

• Smokehead is an Islay Single Malt Whisky and has been given a bold new look by 
Ian Macleod Distillers.  

• Originally launched in 2006, Smokehead has been labelled the wild one of Single 
Malt Whisky.  

• Smokehead Extra Rare was originally launched in 2007 and repacked in 2018. 

• Award-winning premium whisky that has an attitude-led positioning and heavily 
peated taste. 

 
About Ian Macleod Distillers: 

• Established in 1933, Ian Macleod Distillers is one of Scotland’s leading 
independent, family-owned distillers, blenders and bottlers.  

• Ian Macleod Distillers is the world’s 9th largest Scotch Whisky company, 
producing and selling over 15 million bottles of spirits every year. 

• Ian Macleod Distillers has built up an enviable portfolio of premium quality 
spirits and is proud brand proprietor of Glengoyne, Tamdhu, Rosebank and 
Smokehead Scotch whiskies and Edinburgh Gin to name but a few.  

mailto:Jim@steelyfox.com
mailto:Smokehead@steelyfox.com
http://www.smokehead.com/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


